Recurrent infections in a rheumatoid arthritis patient with a primary immunodeficiency, treated with conventional and biologic disease-modifying anti-rheumatic drugs.
A 64-year-old woman with longstanding rheumatoid arthritis suffered from recurrent severe infections after treatment with both synthetic and biologic disease-modifying anti-rheumatic drugs (DMARDs). She was found to have mannose-binding lectin (MBL) deficiency. MBL deficiency is associated with increased risk of infections, in particular in individuals treated with immunomodulating drugs. Patients with a history of recurrent infections in childhood, and severe infections after treatment with synthetic or biologic DMARDs, should be tested for MBL deficiency.